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Carboxymethyl Cellulose as a Warp Sizing Binder 
 
 
Carboxymethyl cellulose (CMC) is a versatile and widely used water-soluble 
polymer with unique chemical and general properties: 
 
1. **Chemical Properties**: 
   **Structure**: CMC is derived from cellulose, a natural polymer in plant cell 
walls. The cellulose is chemically modified by adding carboxymethyl groups (-CH2-
COOH) to the cellulose backbone. 
   **Water Solubility**: CMC is highly water-soluble, forming viscous solutions 
when dissolved in water. This property makes it easy to handle and apply in 
various industries. 
   **Ionization**: CMC contains carboxyl groups that can ionize in aqueous 
solutions, imparting some charge and influencing its interactions with other 
molecules. 
 
2. **General Properties**: 
   **Viscosity**: CMC solutions exhibit varying viscosities depending on the 
degree of substitution (DS) and molecular weight, making it customizable for 
applications such as thickening agents, stabilizers, or binders. 
   **Film-Forming**: CMC can form clear and flexible films when dried, making it 
useful in applications requiring protective or barrier film. 
   **Stability**: It is stable over a wide pH range, adding to its versatility in 
different industrial processes. 
   **Biodegradability**: CMC is biodegradable, making it an eco-friendly choice 
compared to synthetic polymers. 
 
3. **Industrial Applications**: 
   **Food Industry**: CMC is commonly used as a thickener, stabilizer, or 
emulsifier in food products. 
   **Pharmaceuticals**: It is used in drug formulations, tablet binders, or eye 
drops. 
   **Personal Care Products**: CMC is found in cosmetics, toothpaste, and 
detergents for its thickening and stabilizing properties. 
   **Textiles**: CMC is utilized in textile sizing, dyeing, and finishing processes. 
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Overall, the chemical modification of cellulose to produce CMC results in a 
versatile polymer with unique properties that find applications in various 
industries. 
 
Carboxymethyl cellulose (CMC) is commonly used as a textile warp sizing binder 
due to its unique properties: 
 
1. **Film Forming**: CMC can form a thin, uniform film on the surface of 
textile fibers, which helps to protect the fibers during the weaving process. 
 
2. **Adhesion**: It has good adhesion properties, allowing it to bind the fibers 
together and improve the overall strength and durability of the fabric. 
 
3. **Solubility**: CMC is water-soluble, making it easy to prepare and apply to 
textile fibers. It can be easily washed out after sizing, leaving a smooth and 
uniform surface behind. 
 
4. **Viscosity**: It can control the viscosity of the sizing solution, which is 
important for achieving the desired level of penetration and coverage on the 
fibers. 
 
5. **Biodegradability**: CMC is a biodegradable and environmentally friendly 
option compared to other sizing agents, making it a sustainable choice for textile 
manufacturing. 
 
Overall, the combination of film-forming ability, adhesion, solubility, viscosity 
control, and biodegradability makes carboxymethyl cellulose a popular choice as a 
textile warp sizing binder. 
 
Carboxymethyl cellulose (CMC) plays a crucial role in the textile manufacturing 
process by improving sizing, weaving, and desizing in the following ways: 
 
1. **Sizing**:  
   - CMC acts as a binder that helps to strengthen and protect the yarn during the 
weaving process. 
   - It forms a thin, uniform film on the surface of the yarn, improving its 
smoothness and reducing breakage during weaving. 
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   - CMC's adhesion properties help to hold the fibers together, maintaining the 
shape and integrity of the yarn. 
 
2. **Weaving**: 
   - CMC adds lubricity to the yarn, making it easier for the yarn to slide over each 
other during the weaving process. 
   - The film formed by CMC reduces friction between yarns, minimizing static 
electricity, and improving the overall weaving efficiency. 
   - It helps to prevent yarn breakage and improve the strength and durability of 
the fabric being woven. 
 
3. **Desizing**: 
   - CMC is water-soluble, which makes it easy to remove from the fabric during 
the desizing process. 
   - It dissolves readily in water, allowing for thorough removal without leaving 
behind residue or causing damage to the fabric. 
   - The biodegradable nature of CMC makes it environmentally friendly during the 
desizing process. 
 
In summary, CMC enhances sizing by providing strength and protection to the 
yarn, improves weaving efficiency by reducing friction and breakage, and 
facilitates easy and eco-friendly desizing by its water-solubility and 
biodegradability. 
 


